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The Matica Srpska Library is the oldest Serbian national library and the first public and scientific library of Serbs. 

It was founded in 1826, in Pest, together with the foundation of the Matica Srpska Literary Society.

The Matica Srpska Library today 

• The Matica Srpska Library in its funds has more than 4,000,000 books and other publications.

• The Library receives the sample copy of all the publications of Serbia.

• The Library has 707 old manuscript books.

• The Library exchanges publications with 320 foreign libraries and institutions.

• Cataloguing and bibliography work are automated since 1989.

• The Library gives services in research domestic as well as foreign data bases.

• In its 7 reading-rooms there are 250 seats.



• There are 8 departments in the Matica Srpska Library. One of them is Reference Center, that was established in 

1985. It provides good connections with the world regarding the exchange of scientific, professional and business 

information, and also supplies the Library with primary publications. The activities of the Center are diverse and 

include: topical searches in foreign databases, interlibrary loan from abroad, citation search for scientific workers, 

storage and cataloging of doctoral dissertations and magister thesis defended at the University of Novi Sad, and 

last but not the least participation in the creation and development of international AGRIS database.



• Serbia began contributing to the AGRIS database at the very beginning, in 1975, while the Matica Srpska Library 

started preparing input lists for AGRIS in 1982. At first, input lists prepared by the Matica Srpska Library were 

sent to the Institute for Informatics at the Faculty of Economics in Subotica, where they were stored on magnetic 

discs and thus sent to AGRIS headquarters. With the development of technology, personal computers were put to 

use in data processing and the method of sending input lists also underwent changes: from discs, CD’s, and FTP 

to e-mail. Since 1994, the Matica Srpska Library has been responsible for providing data and communicating 

with the International AGRIS Centre. This is where everything generated in the field of agricultural science is 

examined, and the selected data is then sent out and made available globally. In this way, a contribution is made 

to the global development of agricultural science, the exchange and distribution of information, while also 

promoting national agriculture and technology.



• The task of handling and selecting publications for the AGRIS database has been performed by the Matica Srpska 

Library for the last 35 years, and in that time, over 30,000 entries on national publications in the field of 

agricultural science were contributed to the database. There are over 20,000 entries from the Matica Srpska 

Library currently available on the AGRIS search engine, of which 5,000 are science journal articles, 

approximately 6,000 reports on scientific conferences, close to 3,000 master's theses and doctoral dissertations, 

several hundred monographs and other documents, 6,500 of which are available in full text. In the last few years, 

most of the entries created in the Matica Srpska Library also include information on the web address of the 

original publication. When this is not the case, Library users have the option of requesting the use of primary 

material. The Matica Srpska Library always caters to such requests (in accordance with copyrights and licenses).
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