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1. What is the Land Portal?

● Started as partnership project in 2009

● Increasing access to land data from over 

1,600 different sources

● 60% researchers from global South using 

the Land Portal database

● Combining different data types
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1.a. Why land?
Land is the foundation for agriculture

• There is no agriculture without land

• Without security of tenure….

• ...farmers are at risk of displacement & dispossession

• ...farmers do not have access to financial markets

• ...farmers are less likely to invest in agricultural operations

• ...farmers lose cultural heritage & sustainable livelihoods
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1.b. How do we work?

● Open Metadata + Open Access Resources

● Interoperability of libraries, through:

Picture source: Surety Systems
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1. Capacity building
○ Trainings, tutorials, partnerships (NELGA, Univ. of Nairobi)

2. Enriching metadata

3. Enriching standards

https://www.suretysystems.com/infor-lawson/infor-lawson-integrating-systems/


1.c. What are the Challenges?

● Agriculture sciences hold very 
relevant knowledge for land 

specialists

● Challenge: agriculture sources do not 
always ensure maximum visibility of 
subdomain information

● LandVoc-> working to enrich 

AGROVOC (agriculture standard) to 

become more relevant for subdomain.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/12308593123/in/photolist-jKEKUP-aUAtDZ-oN87z6-aUJqKK-aUAWWZ-p5mKYV-oN8RgB-cTEaS3-oN87ye-aUAxQV-aUADu2-aUABQT-aUAPqZ-fz1yid-3JYAb5-cHRZN5-aUASfF-cA6nsU-n6Tn4D-pK6aL6-aSphzr-nFkgbd-ahT3sU-ahQgjZ-23HsYbu-fPy1wg-SWRWxh-ahT4ys-7EnL77-aatTRH-9ZaaWh-7GSFTk-8X2d1r-bBT33y-ahT2QN-dK9A44-e13mU8-cAbERu-dKf4C9-29HyDZv-2dNMeV4-YgexWo-czp8ps-dgb7SZ-fKAeFb-aV1qUg-aUAVog-aUJpUR-aYWxip-55UEab


2. How are we using AGRIS?
- Harvesting “land governance”-related bibliographic metadata from AGRIS in 

order to be published on the LanPortal.org
- Use search functionality with export capabilities
- Use LandVoc (subset of AGROVOC) as harvesting list
- July 2017: 8.047 records from AGRIS on LandPortal.org
- June 2019: 9.332 records (+1.285) from AGRIS on LandPortal.org

- Challenges faced during the process:
- Use proper filters/concepts to retrieve the land-related content
- Enhancement of metadata (mainly geo and agrovoc concept ) in the process
- Absence of important metadata (license, more particular land concepts)
- Deal with myriad of “subjects” (all_in_one_string, separated by “;”, “,” “ “...)
- Duplicated records

- Advantages of using AGRIS:
- Agrovoc/LandVoc mapping
- Metadata model: following Meaningful Bibliographic Metadata (M2B) as AGRIS
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3. Takeaways

1) Land is an essential subdomain of 
agriculture sciences

2) Collaboration with land specialists 
should be increased

3) Classification of agriculture resources 
should be enriched 
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